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Student works out

frustrations with U.S.
influence through art

to America three years ago. In Taiwan, she was
raught that the United States is a powerful counery
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races and cultures, All of You's friends, even herself,
wanted to act like Americans.
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The revelation came to her last summer when
she recurned o her native country, Taiwan, after
living in the United States for the
last two years, studying studio art
at Michigan State University. What
she saw was a landscape dominated
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about the United States. It was a
seally weird environment for me”
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“I changed myself. [ changed becatise the envi-

=~ sonment. heze United States | changed me.” the said.
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Top, Mangah Ybupalnts bambion.on Coco Cala botles
part of her display in the MSU's Master of Fine Arts
Exhlbmon Above, You's “Bricks” will also be shown.

ta be tough because we want 10 have a commection
with the United States. What [ feel and what [ was
tare different”
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Igraphic design) -
Crossings...Time in the
Midlst of the Pressures of
Chaos |: J
3. Renee Robbins (painting] -

Below the Surface
4. lisa Simon (painting) -
Coceus  Half
asleep in @ circus; Con-

cealed by vapor
5. Michelle Word {painting, coll
and mixed medT’;TTSTis.‘ruh,?f;
* Meng-shu You (ceramics] - Bricks
(previous page)

influcnce. The first part is-a sidewalk of ceramic tiles with different lan-
guages printed on them; the second is a set of cages containing clay bricks
that resemble rubble from a bombed huilding; the third is a collection of 700
ceramic Caca-Cola bottles on metal grocery shelves; and lastly, a red, white
and biue shopping cart filled with bricks

This series is a departure from You's traditonal functional pottery; her
ideas are more contemporary now. But You rejects being labeled a political
artist. She doesn't find her work political or controversial. She sees itasa
way to start a dialogue and get people to think.

Part of that dialogue contains You's perspective on how corporations such
as Coca-Cola have permeated Taiwan. She made 700 ceramic Coca-Cola
botdes and painted hamboo on them with traditional blue and white glazes.

“The Caca-Cola bottle is an American icon for me;” she said. "I used to
be a big Coca-Cola fan, when I came here. But lately I realized how they
intrude on other country’s cultures and 1 started to get sick of it” &

PROFESSIONAL EYE CARE

Lo.ok Better See Better

smmon surgical |
today. |
S
Free Seminar
Time: Tuesday, March 29, 2005, 7 p.m.
Place: Lansing Ophthalmology
2001 Coolidge Rd., East Lansing
Speaker: Charles Rice, M.D.

CALL 517-337-1584

Soaring Eagle
Casino & Resort
Monday, April 11 = 8PM

[ GET OFF YOUR BUTT ]
Check out our list of placas 1o go and things to do hub.lsj.com
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